Factors influencing choice of specialty and location of residency.
Students recently graduating from the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine are leaving the state for their postgraduate training and entering nonprimary care fields in increasing numbers. This study identifies the major determinants for training location as having to do with the anticipated quality of the program, and for specialty as having to do with positive experiences on clerkship and the perceived characteristics of the field, including potential controllability of practice. Other factors of significance include lifestyle, standard of living and opinions of others. A striking finding was the negative view of Oklahoma held by our graduates.